

ADOPTED 3/27/18


Introduced by Council Member Hazouri and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Becton, Carter, Anderson, Morgan, Dennis, Wilson, Bowman and Ferraro: 



RESOLUTION 2018-172-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE JACKSONVILLE FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT’S SPECIAL OPERATIONS TEAM AND ESPECIALLY FIREFIGHTER DONALD MURRAY AND ENGINEER JAMES ESTES FOR THEIR BRAVERY AND SKILL IN EFFECTING A HIGH-ANGLE RESCUE OF WORKERS STRANDED ON THE EXTERIOR OF THE BB&T BANK BUILDING; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in the late afternoon of February 19th, two employees of Western Specialty Contractors were working near the top of the 18-story BB&T Bank building downtown when one end of their work platform unexpectedly dropped, pitching one man off the platform to dangle from his safety harness while the other in his harness clung to the tilting platform; and


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department’s Special Operations Team, located nearby at Fire Station 4, Station 13 and other firefighters from Station 12 quickly responded to the scene to effect a rescue operation; and


WHEREAS, Firefighter Donald Murray, a 3-year veteran of the JFRD, and Engineer James Estes, a 5-year veteran, descended from the roof of the building via ropes and harnesses to attach themselves to the workers and lift them to safety, which they quickly and safely accomplished; and

WHEREAS, the JFRD’s Special Operations Team regularly trains for high-angle rescues at the Fire Academy’s training tower at the FSCJ Fire Academy of the South and is ready at a moment’s notice to tackle unusual, difficult or dangerous situations; and

WHEREAS, the training and skill of the Special Operations Team and their fellow firefighters providing backup support brought yet another dangerous situation to a safe and successful conclusion; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department’s Special Operations Team, and especially Firefighter Donald Murray and Engineer James Estes, for their bravery and skill in effecting a successful rescue of two workers from the upper floors of a downtown skyscraper, and extends its thanks once again for the training and dedication to duty exhibited by the women and men of the department. Their commitment to the public’s safety is an inspiration to all they serve.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research

GC-#1192335-v1-Hazouri_-_Firefighters_BBT_Rescue.doc
1
- 2 -


